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religion upon the English people. They had so
far succeeded that, when James thus came to the
throne in 1603, quite half the English were
opposed to their ancient Faith. Most of that half
were, no doubt, indifferent to religion, as were
many on the other side also; but in 1603 quite
half England was, upon the whole, anti-Catholic;
and it was Robert Cecil's business to make all
England anti-Catholic in time; or, at any rate,
if that should be impossible, to make so large a
proportion of England anti-Catholic as to render
the full return of the Faith out of the question.
Whether he invented the Gunpowder Plot or
not will always be disputed. There is no positive
proof that he did; all that we know for certain
is that he knew all about it just after it was
started, and nursed it carefully. Gunpowder
was then a Government monopoly, and yet the
conspirators brought it openly across the Thames
in large quantities, and all their movements were
known. Cecil exposed the plot just at the right
moment to produce the most effect; and it is
from that date (1606) that the tide turns and that
England tends to become more and more a
Protestant country.
Cecil himself died rather early in James*
reign, only half a dozen years after the great
sensation of the Gunpowder Plot and the execution
of the victims. But by that time his work was